
Sabrinensis 
Judith Sheridan Conductor

3.30pm 
Sunday 24th June 2018 

Brockhampton Church, South Herefordshire, HR1 4SE

John Clare 
Nature, Glory and Tragedy
Reflections on the life of the 18th century ‘peasant poet’ 

through music, poetry and readings.

Tickets £10 from
peter@gcs.me,
allsaintsbrockhampton@gmail.com
or on door.
Tel: 07881 621201
Proceeds to Ross Action Committee and 
Brockhampton Church



A Midsummer Afternoon  
 
in the Wye Valley, South Herefordshire 
 
The concert is in All Saints Church, Brockhampton, widely recognised as 
one of the most important Arts & Crafts buildings of the early 20th 
century and was described by the architectural historian Nikolaus 
Pevsner as “one of the most impressive and convincing churches of its 
date in any country“.  
 

 Church designed by Arts & Crafts Architect William Lethaby 
 

 Stained Glass by Christopher Whall (designer of the stained glass 
at the Lady Chapel and Chapter House in Gloucester Cathedral) 

 
 Tapestries designed by Edward Burne-Jones and made by William 

Morris Workshops 

 
 Choir stalls  carved with forty eight panels depicting wild flowers, 

almost certainly the work of George Jack, teacher of woodcarving 
at the Royal College of Arts. 
 

 
 



The Arts & Crafts qualities of Brockhampton Church are a cue to 
remember the life and work of the poet 

 

John Clare was born into a peasant family in Helpston, 
Northamptonshire. Although he was the son of illiterate parents, Clare 
received some formal schooling. While earning money through such 
manual labour as ploughing and threshing, he published several 
volumes of poetry, including Poems Descriptive of Rural Life and Scenery 
which led him to London, where he enjoyed a brief season of celebrity in 
fashionable circles. 
 
Patrons provided him with an annuity, but this was not enough to 
support his family of seven children and his dependent father, so 
he supplemented his income as a field labourer and tenant farmer. 
Poverty and drink took their toll on his health. In 1837, he was 
placed in a private asylum at High Beech, Epping, where he 
remained for four years.  
 
Improved in health and driven by homesickness, he escaped in 
July 1841. He walked the 80 miles to Northborough, penniless, 
eating grass by the roadside to stay his hunger. He left a moving 
account in prose of that journey, addressed to his imaginary wife 
“Mary Clare.” At the end of 1841 he was certified insane. He spent 
the final 23 years of his life at St. Andrew’s Asylum, Northampton, 
writing, with strangely unquenched lyric impulse, some of his best 
poetry. 
 

 
John Clare’s cottage at Helpston, drawn by William Cowen 

 
 

  



 
 

Concert Programme 
 
Vivaldi – Gloria 
 
Hurd – Shepherds Calendar 
 
Other Settings of John Clare’s poetry by 
 
Benjamin Britten 
Richard Rodney Bennett 
Peter Warlock 
Ivor Gurney 
…………………………………………………………… 
 
Church Visit – From 2.30pm 
 
Concert – 3.30pm 
 
Refreshments in Parish Hall – 4.45pm 
 
Guided Walk – 5.30pm 
 
 
 
After tea, weather permitting, there will 
be a short guided walk to the top of 
Capler Hill with its marvellous views and 
on which sat an ancient hill fort, and 
back down again following some oak 
guide markers which tell their own 
stories.   
 
 
  



Driving Routes to Brockhampton 
 

 
 

1. Direct Route from 
Gloucester  
 
 Take A40 to Ross-on-
Wye • Cross River Severn 
• After 0.5 miles turn right 
on B4215 to Highnam  • 
After 7 miles straight 
across traffic lights at 
Newent onto B4221 • 
Cross M50 • Turn right 
onto B4224 at Upton 
Bishop • After 4 miles turn 
left at Brown sign to 
Brockhampton Church • 
Follow brown signs for a 
further mile to 
Brockhampton Church • 
Park in Parish Hall car park 

 
2. Scenic Route to Gloucester  

 
 Turn right out of Parish Hall car park • Straight across at cross roads • Follow 

signs to “Hole-in-the-Wall” (3 miles)  • Follow road past riverside to Ross-on-
Wye town centre (4 miles) • Take A40 from Ross-on-Wye to Gloucester via 
Huntley (19 miles) 

 



 

 
 
Around Brockhampton 
 

Lunch:   Green Man, Fownhope – 01432-860243 
http://thegreenman.co  

Picnic: May Hill, GL18 1JS - https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/may-
hill/trails/may-hill-countryside-walk-gloucestershire  

 

Kilpeck Church, HR2 9DN: http://kilpeckchurch.org.uk/   

“If any church deserves the word “extraordinary” it 
is Kilpeck. It is awash with the most elaborate 
carvings, many of a distinctly un-christian nature. 
Celtic, Scandinavian, Anglo-Saxon and pagan 
imagery vies with Christian iconography in a riot of 
dragons, warriors, monsters and animals.“ – Simon 
Jenkins 

•Turn right out of Parish Hall car park • turn right 
at cross roads to Hoarwithy • Cross River Wye at 
Hoarwithy and follow B4348 • Cross A466 • Turn 
left after Much Dewchurch and follow signs to 
church. (12 miles from Brockhampton) 


